‘all the most important branches of science and

- ol -

Priuwed oy 4o Co DUNN for the No A. Assselntion,

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY.

CERMS. —Subseriptions (m one year, $2 30 in advanee,
or §3 00 if paid at the end of three months., For six
months, #1 50 in adoance, Advertisements inserted at
the nsual rates.

All letters relating to the pecuniary interests of the Pa.
per to be aliressel, postage paid, to the Publisher,
JAMES C. DUNN. ! s

All letters relutive to the Editorial department to bhe di.
rected, nostage paid, to the Edilor ofthe Nutive dmerican.

Ihose subseribers for a year, who not give notice of
their wish 1o have the paper discontinued at the end of
their vear. will be presume=d as desiring its continnance
until enurtarmanded, and it will accordingly be coutin-

. ued at the aption of the publisher.

— —

— e —

FHROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

Mgssgs. Eprrors:  Asthe time is rapidly ap-
proching when it will be necessary fur Congress-to
take measures to cavry iuto effect the munificent
intentions of the founder of  this ‘institation, it
seems proper that the public attention should be
calledto it—and particularly the inhabitants of thjs
District, who, from its location among them, are
specially interested in the matter, should awake to
its importance, and endeavor, if posible, to have
the initiatory steps towards its organization taken
in the wisest and most eflicient mode. Much di-
versity of opinion exists as to the most suitalbé
way of effzcting the objectintended by the donor.
I have heard, however, but three plans suggested,
that are at all likely to pledse the public taste: 1.
The establishment of a regular university on the
plan of the most celebrated German institutions,
where a very cxtensive course of instruction
should be pursued. 2. A college proper, like
most of our seminaries, where a regular classical
education, and nothing else, could be obtained.—
And 3. The appointment of professors to lecture
merely, onmost branches ofscience and literature,
but without any regular collegiate organization,
andwithout the power of conferring degrees,

It seems to me, however, that an examinalion
of the varions plans will decide every reflecting
citizen in favor of the fivst, for this, if' for no other
reason : that it can redily be so modified as to pre-
sent all the advaitages of the other two combined,
while it will offer some possas-ed by neither. In-
deed, the only plausible objection that I have ever
heard urged to thisscheme 15, that the funds placed
at our disposal are inadequate to accomplish it, and
that it would be better to have an institution on a
small scale than to' attempt more than could be
well done. This ehjection, however, [ consider
more specious than solid, as I hope will appear in
the course of this discussion. Permit me then,
Messrs. Editors, without oceupying any  more
space in preliminary remarks, to present briefly an
outline of such an - institution as in my humble
opinion would be best adapted to the wants of the
District and the surrounding country, and best
suited to the amount of the funds left for its sup-
sort.

: I would have, then a Universily embracing a
collegiate course proper, wherethe system adopted
in most of our colleges would. be pursued, to be
crownedat its tremination by the degree of Bachelor
of Arts—and also popular courses of lectures on

learning, which should be open to all persons, of
both sexes and all ages. Whether a meiical and
a law chool should also be organized, might very
well be leftfur future consideration, and, at any
rate, they need not in any way alter or modify the
other part of the plan. In this way, it scems to
me, the acquisitions of the learned gentlemen who
will fill the various professional appointments may
ve rendered most extensively useful to the Public.
A thorough classical and scientific. education
might be obtained by those who are willing to
devote the time necessary for a complete collegiate
course ; while those whose time, or circumstances,
or pleasure, or destination in life, might lead them
to pursue anr particular branch of science or lite-
rature, might also be gratified. Thus, the me-
chanic, the engineer, the merc.:hnnt, the gentlemen
in publicoffice, the officers of thearmy and navy,
could each attend to such departments of learning
as might be best adopted to-his peculiar situation
and pursuils. : Y L=,
Facilities should be afforded for instuction in
the following branches: Intellectual and Moral
Philosophy, Political Economy, Belles Letlgl's,
Elocution ; English, Latin Greek, Frenchi Spanish,
German, and Italian languages and lljlerature;
Mathematics, Engineering, Natural l’llllO.‘iG]’?h_}’,
Astronomy, Chemistry, Botany, Geology, M_mc-
rilogy; Anatomy, Human, and 'Cmn_|:m-a}|\'c ;
Paystology, Zoology, Hygiene and Dietetics, Gene-
ral Principles of Law, Painting, Drawing, Archi-
tecture, Application of Mechanical Philosophy to
the Arts. 3
These branches could be taught by eight or ten
professors, assisted by afew lecturers orinstructors,
with salaries varying from $300 to $:2000, a(:i:f}rd-
ing to the amount of time and labor each might
be required todevote to the duties of lns_ch:ur, and
to the extent of- fees he would receive from those
attending his course. The persons attending the
differerit courses of lectures should pay a small fee
(say $2 to $5) for the privilege—because whatis
obtained for nothing is generally little valued, be-
cause it would assist to support the professors, and
because it would offer a high stimulus to them to
discharge their duties in the best manner, as the
amount of their income would lhu_s depend, in
part, on the number of their-pupils. By this
mode, itis believed very hnndsmpt_.'mc'omcs p::gl‘lt
be iealized by competent individuals, without
drawing very heavily upon the permanent funds of
the institution. The whole annual expense of
mplmﬂinglhc faculty, in addition to the fees re-
ceived from students, need not ‘oxcved "m.l ) M),
which would leave a surplus of {t-‘.lx.luuu for the
erection of additional bﬁ:iitllmgs. procuringa library,
: s, scientific collections,
K \%ﬁll:]respect fo bnildings-—lgl_tharc.: be erected,
in the firt instance, but ooe edifice, for the public
purposes of the university, containing f??mn()lgur
recitations, lectures, cabinets, library, {\(. ‘ nIe
sufficiently large for these purposes (and in a style
of architecture which would be ornamental to the;
city) could be constructed for $;|§1.mm. Ani
this shou'd be done without encroaching upon !l:;-
wincipal of the fund—(the ‘whnl(‘ ol \\'l|llt :
should be sacredly rt:.:a.-r\'ml.l:u' the benefit o
future gonemlium ;) and, in fact, H"""f can be no
reteace for expending more than the interest, for
the building cannot be evected in less lh:m two
and one year's income ($ 30,000) will have
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the professors, and for hogrding such students from
a distance as may desjre it, can be provided as
they may be needed. :

The mode of governing the institution iz a sub-
ject of great importance, and, unless this: part o

Lthe matter is judiciously managed, all our hopes o

its usefulness and distinction. will be blasted. Sad

has already shown that literary institutions cannot
flourish where the blighting influence of political
partisanship can reach them. Scarcely one of the
colleges under the control of a State Legislature
has ever prospered ; and so well satisfied of this
havesseveral of these bodies become, that they
have voluntarily-relinquished all power over them.
and placed them under the exclusive charge ol
trustees appointed for life, with the right to fill their
own vacancies. :

Admonished by these unfortunate results, I
wonld withdraw, as soon as possible, the Smith-
sonian Institution from under the immediate care ol
Congress, A hoard of frustees (from five to fif-
teen in number) should be appointed by the Pre-
sident or a joint committee of the two Houses, to
be selécted from the District and surrounding
country, with power to fill their own vicancies and
to direct every thing relating to the sewninary, sub-
jectto sachrestrictions and regulations as Congress
may think advisable. L.

A LEARNED BLACKSMITH.
Ata recent mecting of the friends of Education
in Bristol county, held at Taunton, among others
Mr. Webster and Governor Everett addressed the

‘meeting subsequently to the able address of Mr.

Mann. Governor Everett introduced into his
speech-an extract of a most interesting letter from
a *‘Learned Blacksmith'' illustrating the truth
which he repeats, that every man may find leisure
Jor reading and study.. We think our readers will
peruse with interest the following extract from the
Governor's speech :

“ 1t is a great mistake to suppose that it is ne-
cessary to be a professional man in order to have
leisure to indulge a taste for reading. Far other-
wise, I believe the machanic, engineer, the hus-
bandman, the trader, have quiteas much leisure as
the averaze men -in the ‘}eurned profes-ion. 1
“uow soime et busily engaged in these different
callings of active life, whose minds are well
stored with various useful knowledge acquired
from books, There could be more such men, ii
education in our common schools were, as it well
might be, of a higher order; and if Common
School Libraries well furnished, were introduced
into every district, as I trust in due time they wil}
be. It iy surprising, sir, how much may be effect-
ed even under the most unfavorable circumstan-
ces for the improvement of the mind, by a person
resolutely bent on acquisition of knowledge., A
letter has lately been put into my hands, bearine
date the 6th September, so interesting in itself,
and so strongly illustrative of this point, that I will
read a portion of it; though it was written I am
sure without the least view to publicity.

¢ I was the youngest (saysthe writer,) of many
hrethren, and my parents were poor. My means
of education were limited to the advantages of a
district school, and those again were circumscribed
by my father's death, which deprived' me at the
age of fifteen of those scanty opportunities, which
[ had previously enjoyed. A few months after
his decease, I apprenticed myself 1o a blacksmith
in my native village. Thither I carried an indo-

acquired through the medium of the society li-
brary—all the historical works in which, I had at
that time perused. . At the expiration of a little
more than half my appenticeship, I suddenly con-
ceived the ideaof studying Latin, Through the
assistance of an élder brother, who had himseli
obtained a collegiate education by his own exer-
tions. 1 completed my Virgil during the evenings
of one winter. After some time devoted to Cicero,
and a few other Latin authors, I commenced the
Greek : at this time it was necessary that I should
devote every hour of daylight, and a part of the
m‘e:ﬁngr to do the duties of my apprenticeship.—
Still I carried my Greek grammar in my hat, often
found a moment, when I' was heating some large
iron, when I could place my book open before me
against the chimney of my forge, and go through
with fupto, tupteis; tuptei, and, unperceived by my
fellow apprentices, and to my confusion of face,
with the detrimental eflect to the charge in my
fire. Atevening I sat down unassisted, to the
Iiad of Homer, twenty books of which measured
my progress in that language during the evenings
of another winter. [ next turned to the modern
languages, and was much gratified to learn that my
knowledge of Latin furnished me witha key to
the literature of most of the languages of Europe.
This circumstance gave a new impulse to the de-
sire of acquainting myself with the philosophy,
derivation and affinity of the different European
tongues. [ could not be reconciled to limit my-
selt in thone investigationo to a fow houws alter the
arduous labors of the day. I therefore laid down
my hammer and went to New Haven, where 1 re-
cited to native teachers in French, Spanish, Ger-
man, and Italian. I returned at the expiration of
two years to the forge, bringing with me such
books in those languages as 1 could procure.—
When I hadread these books through, I commenc-
ed the Hebrew, with an awakened desire of exa-
mining another field ; and by assiduous applica-
tion, I wasenabled in a few weeks to rcu_d this lan-
guage with such facility _that [ alletted it to my-
self as a task to read two chaptersin the Hebrew
Bible, before breakfast each morning: this and an
hour at noon being all the time that I could devote
to myself during the day. After becoming some-
what familiar with this lanzuage, 1 looked around
me for the means of inititing wysell in the ficlds
of oriental literature, and to my deep regret and
concern I found my progress in this disection
hedged in by the want ol requisite books. | be-
ganimmediatel v to devise means of obviating this
obstacle ; and after many plans, I concluded to
seek a place as a sailor on board some ship bound
to Europe, thinking in this'way to have opporiu-
nties of collecting at different ports such works
in the modern and. oriental lanzuages as T found
necessary for this ohject. I left the forge at my
native place to carry this plan into execution.

I travelled on foot to Bostan, a distance of more
than a hundred miles, to find some vessel bound
toEurope. In this T was disappointed, and while
revolting in my mind what steps next to take, I
aceidentally heard of the American Antiquarian
Society 1 Woreester. [ immediately Lent my
steps towards this place. I visited the hall of the

cars, . ‘ v b
ﬂpen already hoarded by the time it can possibly be
commenced. Houses for the accommodation of

A. A. S., and found there, to my infinite gratifica-

expe ience in many, if-not in most of our States-

mitable taste for veading, which I liad previously

tion, such a collection of ancient, modern and ori-
ental languages as 1 never before conceived to be
collected in one place, and Sir, you may imagine
with what sentiments of gratitute I was affected,
whern upon evincing a desire to examine some of
these rich and rare works, I was kindly invited to
unlimited participation in all the benefits of -this
noble institution. Availing myself of the kind-
ness of the directors, I spent about three hours
daily at the hall, which, with an hour at noon and
about three in the evening, make up the portion
of the day which I appropridte to my studies, the
rest being occupied u arduous manual labor.—
Through the facilities afforded by this institution, 1
have added so much to my previous acquaintance
with the ancient, modern, and oriental languages,
as to be able to read upwards of rirry of them
with more or less facility.’

“ 1 trust, Mr. President, I shall be pardoned by
the ingenious author of this letter, and the gentle-
man to whom itis addressed, (W. Lincoln, Esq.
of Worcestor,) for the liberty which I have taken,
unexpected I am sure by both of them, in thus
making it public. It discloses a resolute purpose
of improvement under obstacles and difliculties of
no ordinary kind, which excites my admiration, |
may say my veneration. Itis enough to make
oue who has had good opportuuities for education
hang his head in shame.” |

MEMOIRS OF LAFAYETTE.
From the New York American,

We give to-day a econtinvation of the able re-
view of the Memoirs of Lafuyette, from (he pen
of our Pansian correspondent:

EURDPEAN CORRESFONDENCE OF THE N. ¥. AMERICAN.

. More than one half of the fourth volnme—ihe
first of the second series—is occupied with a se-
lection of eursory notes by Lafayette on various
works relating to the French Revolution, such as
those of Neckag, De Bouille, Madame Roland,
De Moleville, ‘Thiers, &e. He confirms or con-
troverts passages of each according to his intimate
personal kunowlrdge and better opportunities of
judgment. He exerls in the critique that wonder-
ful memory which was as (vsdy as it was reten-
tive, touching every indiviicnat and ocenrrenee
ever subjoct to his observanon,  1lis several ori-
tigues dissipate important errors, and throw new
lights upon events and characters. I must be
content to pass over all this, however intefesting,
excepl a few lines here and there.

He mentions that Geenet was sent to the United
States by the Girondists, expressly charged with
the task of disorganizing our country and exaspe-
vating its parties. He quotes, as an antithesis to
Genet's #pirit and conduet, the answer of La Lu-
zerne in 1778, when urged to endeavor to create
then in America the distinction of French and
English party. *I might not seruple ‘to employ
“in Germany the ordinary expedients of diplo-
* macy; but I should feel eulpable in using them
* among these honest Americans, and a people
quite new.” In another place, he says of 'om
Paine, **Nothing better proves how little freedom
* there was in the French elections after the 10th
* of August, than the nomination of this writer by
* the department of the 'as de Calais, with whicl
¢ he had no connexion whatever. Moreover, Le
* was entirely 1gnorant of the French language. so
* that, in the debates of the Convention, he could
* not understand what was said, nor even read his
¢ motions 1o the Assembly. But the Girondists
¢ exnlted Thomas Paine as ane of the Legislators
¢ of Ameriea, thongh they knew that he had nev-
¢ er been, there, a member of any deliberative bo-
¢ dy. In the Convention he voted against the death
[}
&

of the King, and asked for his deportation to
America.,”! Lafayette everywhere treats that
death as an assassination. He reprobates strongly
the publications of Paine against Washington;
acknowledging at the same time the efficiency of
his pamphlets, and the soundness of his Rights
of Man. He exposes some of the many gross
mistakes and misrepresentations of Phiers, in his
History of the French Revolution, which is the
narrative ol a partisan. I found, after I had been
for some time in a situation to observe closely, and
learn the real opinion of competent judges, that |
originally overrated several of the most conspicu-
ous among the Freneh politicians and nuthors;
and M. Thiers is of"the number. He does not
possess the true qualifications of a historian or o
statesiman—uno catalogue of his merits includes po-
litical reetitude. In the composition of the His-
tory of Flerence, upon which he is employed, he
will eommand, probably, new materials of consi-
derable interest, as all possible aids are lent to his
researches; but there can be really no superior per-
formanece without probity of spirit, activity of mo-
ral sense, philosophical range and depth of thought,
powers ol just reasoning, and mastery of styvle,

T'he remainder of the fourth volume consisis of]
Lafayette’s * Prison Correspondence, (from 1792
10 1797,) his Reminiscences on his liberation

(b Sesvageadcn o pordand de Pedaeeey??)  wnd liis
correspondenee during the years 1797 and 1798.
T'he story of his treatment by the Governments
of Prussia and Austria is too well known to need
repetition here.  The atrocity of that treatment
could be equalled only by the cheerful fortitnde
and inflexible virtue of their illustrious vietim.
The details which he gives, in his letters, of the
fender mercies which he experienced, are caleu-
lated to revive that detestation of Prussian and
Austrian power which recent reépresentations and
events have served to mitigate on both sides of the
Atlantie,  The whole press of Europe rings with
the amnesty just granted at Milan, by the Kmpe-
ror Ferdinand,  The Opposition journals of Pa-
ris make the maest of it for the honor antl glorifi-
cation of the Austrian Gove.nment, in ovder to
ereatt a Codltist as o injurious as possibie 1o the
eredit ol Louis Phillippe’s amnesty.  Those
Lombardo-Venitian subjects of Ferdinand, who
are the ohjects of this vaunted act of Imperial grace
and goodness, have alrealy expiated their polin-
cal sins by tho severest suflerings in dungeons
and distantexile. T'he banished may veturn only
on the terms whiel the Government shall please
to preseribe—n Government altogether abzolute
and arhitrary, against whose resentments, suspi-
cions, or eaprice, they would have, when again
within ite iron grasp, no def'nee whatever, 1
trust that our exeellent friend, Maroneelli, will not
yield, without full reflection and inquiry, ta the
temptation which must, indeed, be very strong
for such an Italian to return to such a native land
as ltaly.

See how Lafavelte deseribes his prison-house
at Madghourg, (March 13th, 1793:) “Figure to
¢ yourself a cave niade under the ramparts of the

1839,

¢ citadel, and encompassed by a high and strong
¢ pallisade; it is by this that, when four gates,
¢ each luden with chains. padlocks, iron bars, are
* laboriously opened, my dungeon, three feet
¢ wide, and five long, is entered. The wall, on
¢ the side of the ditch, has the dlampest mould; the
‘“sun’s rays. never penetrate, but a litle light
¢ comes through a small grated window; two sen-
tinels constantly look upon us by this vista,'" &ec.
Afier five months of total seclusion, permission
was obtaincd for him to walk daily one hour in a
small adjacent: garden, under the strict guard of
an officer, I have,” he exclaims, “at length
¢ felt the external air; I have again beheld the sun,
*and [ an much the better for it."” He relates
(22d Juie, 1793) this aneedote: *“I'he command-
*ant at Wezel lately came 10 me with an official
* witness, to show me a letter of the King of Prus-
* sia, his inasier, asking me to give him, in order
* to better my lot, some plans against France, and
* to serve the common cause. 1 answered them
* that the King was very impertinent to couple
* my name with such an idea.,”” He celebrated
our fourth of July in his dungeon; and he ob-
serves, in aletter to his aid-de-camp: *As forany
* measure in my behalf by the Americans, that
¢ should be subordinate to. their political interests,
¢ of whieh I cannot judge where I am, but which
* I would not consent to compromit one instant
* on my account.” - In another letter, (16th May,
1794,) he holds this language: “Since my ecapti-
‘vity, the American Ambassadors have never
* ceased to attend to my sitnation. 1 owe them
¢ public and seeret remittanees of money; pecuni-
*ary supplies to my aids-de-camp; news of my
¢ family, demands for my enlargement, which have
‘ been at least preservative.” In May, 1794,
the King of Prussia transferred the captive to his
Imperial brother of Austria, who consigned him
to the horrid prison of Olmutz, in which, until
July, 1797, he was not peninitted to write a line
nor receive news of his fumily, before their arri-
val to partake his lot.
In 1795, Madame de Lafayette and their danght-
ers were permitled to share his rigorous captivity.
In a note, a particular aecount is given of the no-
ble and unsucoessful attempt of Dr. Bollman and
Major Huger (November, 1794) to rescue the be-
nefietor of America,  Madame de Lafayette's in-
teresing lewters from her eell, written and des-
patehed clandestinely, furuish copious details of
the barharous privations to which the Austrian
authorities condemned the prisoners. Pens and
hooks, and knives and forks, lest they should com-
mit suicide, were strictly forbidden. Lafayette
told the officers  that “he was not so obliging as
to kill himself,”” Neither were Silvio Pellico,
Maroncelli, and Andryane, whose recitals show
the transmission of the same spirit and refinement
of lesi’y in the Austrinn administration of justice.
When the effeet of Madame de Lafayetie's
afflictions and sufferings seemed to threaten her
speedy dissolution, she petitioned the Emperor o,
Austria, by leuter, 1o allow her 1o pass some days
at Vienna, in order to obtain medical advice. Her
letter bears date the 6th February, 1796. On the
third of Jprif following, it was, for the first time.
signified to her, verbally, by the rommandant o
Olmutz, that the Emperoracceded to her request,

provided she would not re-enter the prison. Sh

answered _ in_another beautiful letter, that she
would not desert her husband, whatever might b,

the state of her health, or the sufferings of he
daughters, their companions. ‘The victories ¢
the French troops at length accomplished th
reseue of thie whole family. The doors of th
dungeon of Olmutz were thrown open to them o
the 19th September, 1797, by virtue of a specis

agreement between Generals Bonaparte an

Clarke, Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic
and the Marquis King. 'The official note of th
Generals requires that “the prisoners be set o
liberty, and have facility to repair to America, o
any other place, France excepted for the presen
limé.” 'T'his exception and restriction (whicl
could nothe carried into effect) Lafavetie, in hi
Reminiscences, aseribes to Bonaparte himsel(; an
itis thus doubly remarkable; for we may infe
that the future “Emperor and King,”” Nipoleon
already feared that the unmanageable patriot migl
prove an obstacle, in"France, to his ambitions a
cent. i

Having dwelt on the manner in which the Aue
trian. Government immured and gagged the apos
tle of constitutional rule, 1 will advert to a perse
nal resewblance which the Milan corresponder
of the Paris Journal des Debats has discovered
[t is between Lalayette and Prince Metternich
and thus mentioned: *The Prince has one of th
* finest (physieal) heads of a statesman that coul
* be possibly met with hy the artist or traveller
* With a lorehead more developed, and more £
*oresse and regularity in fenture, he presents, i
his whole person, ‘a striking likeness to a pe;
sonage also historicnl, but who acted a very dii

* fetent part in the world—I1 mean General L
Pasiila
s s

T wion g thin diasiie ol v nsuct, L
sound of the voice, the mild and unreserved de
meanor, which made Lafayette a finished patter)
of the gentleman and high nobleman, are th
* same in Metternich. Nalure seems to have in
¢ tended, by this similitude of the exterior, to se

* in stronger relief the broad contrast in the poli
tical sympathies and course of the two mission
faries.”  As no human heing's exterior has eve
been so fondly contemplated and so graphicall,
remembered by so large a portion of a numerou
people as that of Lafayeite by the Americans
Prince Metternich’s conld not be belter mad
known to your readers than by what I have jus
quoted,

I shall not be thought to wander too far, if ]
cite another passage of the French chronicler”.
aceonnt of the Coronation at Milan,  “In th
*Royal gioap at the arand ball of ‘the Palace wa
‘n woman, to whom the looks of all the Frencl
‘spectators were directed with keen curiosity an.
‘a degrec of astonishment: it was Muarie Lowise
‘of Parma, the widow of Napoleon, the ex
‘Empress of France, the ex-Queen of Taly, who
tafter having forgotten the name of her hushand
‘and abandoned her ‘dying son, has come frou
‘Parma purposely to give more eclat by her ht
‘miliation 1o the crowning of the new King ¢’
‘Ttaly."  'he Milan correspondents of the Lon
don papers depiet Marie Louise as pale and sickly
with a sallow complexion and a eare-worn look
but eclipsing even the Empresss of Austria b
a blaze of diamonds from the waist upwards.
The widow of Napoleon will have a niche in th)
temple of Fame; but how she will be exhibited!
at last, cannot exactly be foreseen, until the m-
tives andl circumstances of her conduct be betten

e = - -

‘dangerous strile, utter desecration, overt

>
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ascertained. She may. he said o have repre-
sented at Milan, for her deceased’ | ushand, the
instability of all human grandeur, and,1 migl'ldt’.
the insufficient or treacherous proinise of
tions, however gorgeous and seemingly joyful,
‘The ceremonial ‘was, perhaps, as strong: assu--
fance for the soldier of fortune, when Napoleon
stood diademed at_Notre Dame, and seized the
iron erown of Lombardy, as Coron'tions are, at
this era, for any monorch whatever. That of
Vietoria was the mighty blaze and psgeant, the
grand. concourse and prond array of arisiecracy;
that of Ferdinand, the magnificent manifestaticn
and studied game of Royaliy; and both are threat-
ened all over Europe with confusion and uproar,
w, at
least partial, within fewer years than have been
allotted 1o persons older than Vietoria. ‘The pow-
ers and the idels, notwithstanding (he recent dis~
plays and triumphs, contrived for an imposing ef-
fect and mutual encouragement, may soon sink
together before assoeiations and exhibitions of a
very different nature and drapery. ‘There are ap-
parvitions more formidable to the absclute mo-
narchs and privileged orders than the spectre of

Lafayette. 'T'he Coronation of Victoria seems 1o
have been the signal for unfurling in England and
wlich has drawn

Scotland the P«:rlr.'x Charter,
meetings of hiundreds of thousands at Birming-
ham and Manchester, ‘I'he more peaceable the:e
immense Radical assemblages; the.more ominous..
France, Great Britain, Belgium, the Spanish and
[talian peninsulas, and a large part of Germany,
are all fermenting with the Democratie leaven.
Louis Phillippe understood the sitnation of Roy-
alty in general, when, just after being warmly
greeted by the whole National Guard of Paris, e
said to Lafayeute, “This is worth more to me than
the anointing at Rheims.” (Cela vant mieuz -
pour moi que le sacre de Rhevmsy.)

T'he Reminiscences which 1 hive mentioned
forin a most instruetive and (eimperate review of
the several Revolutionary periods of France, and
bring under notice most i the principal persons-
ges and events of the six years. With his able
exposition of faets, proving a thorough acquaint-
ance with every transaction and question, and his
special comments, are blended many profound
general reflections. The whole retrospeet is pre-
cious for hisiory and biography. He manifests
as much abhorrence of the Jacobin maxims and

excesses, as love for the cause of genuine free-
dum‘ and assurance ot s final lriumpb. His
constancy on this head is the more meritorious,
that few of the noblesse had, personally, more
reason to hate and deplore the Revolation tfian
himsell. [Ilis large. estates were confiscated; he
lost, by the guillotine, his nearest and dearest re-
latives, and a number of *bosom friends of his
whole life;” a muoliitude, of both sexes, and of
the noblest qualities, were murdered, or proserib-
ed, on the express charge of “‘attachmeit to his
person and prineiples;” and to these subjects of
sorrow and aversion may be added the sanguin:-
ty plans and decrees of the Club and the Conver-
tion against himself, and the long imprisonment
and agony of his beloved wife in the Paris jails,
during the Reign of T'error. i

He repeats the assertion that he earnestly desi-
red and sirove to save Louis XVI, while the pre-
tended friends of that- monarch preferred that he
should petish rather than see him saved by his
agency. Lonis X VI esteemed, but was taught to
distrust him; the Queen hated his_presence and
rejected his counsels; the rest of the Royal Fi-
mily and the Court were so far blinded by their
antipathies and suspicions as to machinate against
all his plans and means for the protection of the
royal person and the constitutional monarchy, Al-
though irresistible evidence of his good faith, the
wisdom of his views, and the infatuation of the
Queen and Court, has been long extant, yel the
prejudices and resentments of the Royalists are
not in the least abated. OF the violent parfies in
the Revolution—all of whom he offended and
condemned——they will be the last to forgive or
spare his memory.

In the correspondence of 1797 and 1798, some
of the letters are to Washington and Hamilton,
whose replies do not belie their lofiy intellects
and generous hearts. Hamilton tells him, (April,
1798,) **I have never ‘thought that any endeavors
¢ conld make a republic of Irance; and I am con-
* vinced that the experiment will be produetive of
¢ evil alone as long as it shall be continued.”
One of Lafayette's remarks, in answer (o this
sentiment, had a prophetic charaeter: . **The re-
¢ gurrection of the French monarchy, will, when
¢ the choice and the powers of the King are to
* be determnined and sustained, be attended, pro-
¢ bably, with almost as much trouble and risk as
¢ special advantage.”  While he sull thought
thatit was not indispensable for Frunce, in order
to be free, to have a Aing, he acknowledges that,
il the republican polity were adopted, “eevere

laws severely executed, an acuve police, and a
vigutuus Cruvernment, would be necessary.” On

these points the exigency unquestionably remains,
Give the Executive of France what name you
please, political and social order and external pow-
er cannot he preserved unless you impart to it
monarchial auributes—fixity, presfige, and much
energy—Dbeaucoup d'energie, Lafayete’s phrase,
In the year 1798, when war was imminent be-
tween France and the United States, Washington,
with characteristic sincerity, dissnided Lafayete
from emigrating then to his second country: I do
* not wish you to come now, or before a good un-
¢ derstanding is established between the two Ge-
* vernments. In ecte of a rupture, and eéven
¢ should matters remain as they are, you would
¢ wilnessscenes, and be called upon to take a part,
* that would gremly embarrass and distress you;
¢ your position would be one from w hich no hu-
¢ man prudence could extricate you." This was
true friendship, exerted against the strongest pos-
sible desire to possess and shield the man whom
he loved with parental ardor and anxiety. He
knew the predominance in Lafayette's nature of
the true instinets of patriotism—those which speak

in the following sentences of a letter of 1767:

“The bad news from France, which distresses

* me when 1 amalone, renders me impatient in the

¢ company of persons who differ yl'ilh me in ;_aol_i-

¢ tics. [cannot deny fiets; my ideas of princi-

¢ ples and duties, of l-i|w|‘1_\' and Lyranny, are irre-

* versibly seuled; but 7 cannot bear to hear my

¢ country blamed before strangers. :

It is time for me io close this letter. 'The fifth
and sizth volumes of the Memoirs shal! be treated
in_another communieation. They are pregnant
enongh for a much longer one than you e ld

easily admit into the Jmerican,



